
Weathering 
is the breaking down of rocks/minerals
at the earthôs surface to makeé
1. sediments (may form sedimentary rocks)

2. soil



Review of SEDIMENTS

ÅSediments form when rocks/minerals 
or living material (like shells) are 
weathered into smaller pieces.

Åexamples of sediments:  
ïshells, bones

ïmud, gravel

ïsand, clay, silt



Itôs time to do PT#2é



WEATHERING

ÅThere are 2 types:
1.  mechanical (physical )
2.  chemical



Mechanical Weathering
Ç the type of weathering where rock is 

broken down into smaller pieces 
without changing the chemical
properties of the rock (by physical 
means only)

Ç How does this happen? (will explain each )

Ç 1 -by temperature change

Ç 2 - abrasion (wind, waves, gravity )
Ç 3 -growth of plants ( root wedging)

Ç 4 - actions of animals
(including humans)



ÅRocks get hot (expand), 
then cool down (contract) 

ÅFreezing & thawing of 
water:

ïWater seeps into a crack in 
a rock 

ïWhen the water freezes at 
night and expands

ïThe force of the water 
expanding causes the rock 
to crack more

ïThis is called frost action 
(or ice wedging )

1. Temperature Changes



(Ice Wedging)

ÅThis is how ñpot 
holesò form.


